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2016 Accomplishments 
We would like to bring your attention to a few of PAPPA’s accomplishments in 2016.  This list may not 

include everything, however, it is a pretty great list!  The PAPPA Board, as well as the entire 

membership, has been busy elves this year! 
 

 Installed a new Board in 2016 

 Created a New Education Incentive Policy  

 Awarded five (5) scholarships totaling $4,000 

 Our newsletter was given an official name—The PAPPA NewsFlash 

 There were a total of 24 PA natives in attendance at the NIGP Forum in National Harbor 

 There were a total of 146 vendors and 53 agency representatives at this years Reverse Tradeshow 

 Celebrated Purchasing Month, as well as Proclaimed March 9 at Professional Buyer’s Day 

 A Strategic and Action Plan has been developed for 2017—2022 

 Approved a new Marketing Plan 

 Rolled out A New Membership Recruitment Campaign  

 Hosted the Fundamentals of Leadership NIGP Class in June 

 Announced that one of our members earned their CPPB certification this year. 

 Hosted six (6) onsite General Meetings, which included educational sessions 

 Supported the charity, “Cuddle My Kids” this year during the Reverse Tradeshow.  We were able to 

raise $464 for the charity. 

 

It will be exciting to see what we can accomplish in 2017!  Get involved and be a part of making it all 

happen! 

ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS 

http://www.pappainc.org
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JANUARY 2017 
 
Webinar—New Year’s Reso-
lutions—Have You Set Goals 
for your Procurement Team 
this Year? 
January 4, 2017 
 
 
Webinar—Diversifying Your 
Procurement Spend 
January 18, 2017 
 
Webinar—Protests:  New 
Public Procurement Practice 
January 25, 2017 
 
 
Webinar—Bonding:  The 
Good, the Bad, and the Ugly 
January 25, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See NIGP Courses  at    
www.nigp.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming 

NIGP  

Webinars 
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STRESS BUSTER TIP: 

If you’d like to stress-proof 

your day, EAT BLUEBER-

RIES for breakfast! Whether 

they’re frozen or fresh, eating 1 

cup of blueberries a day helps 

fight stress, and reduces anxie-

ty just about as well as many 

anti-anxiety medications...and 

without annoying side effects.         

Holiday Photos 

 

 

 

Olivia Okken, daughter of Kelly Okken 

making her gingerbread house. 

County of Berks Purchasing Department 

 

The frequency of the PAPPA NewFlash is changing.  The newsletter will now be 

published quarterly.   

 

Special issues maybe published 

should the need arise. 

 

With this change, keep your eye 

on your email as we will use email 

blasts for special and/or important 

announcements. 

Submission  

Deadline 

Published Quarter 

February 3 March 1 Q1 

May 5 June 1 Q2 

August 4 September 1 Q3 

November 3 December 1 Q4 

http://www.nigp.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP7oaYhpXRAhUC7YMKHUkEAnkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fvoip.southcars.com%2Fmain%2Fnode%2F37&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNG5m7U4bCqjR6pqgSHWkh1Ld-emJQ&ust=14829512
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Member Spotlight 

Meet Frenshawne Johnson 

 

Ms. Frenshawne Johnson is a buyer in the Center Procurement Depart-
ment for the City of  Philadelphia.  She has been in purchasing for 
three (3) years.  Frenshawne likes interacting with vendors and attend-
ing different forums where she can meet current and potential  
vendors as well as networking opportunities to meet others in the  
purchasing field.    
 
Frenshawne does not currently hold any professional certifications but 
had been taking several courses toward NIGP certification.  (Great can-
didate for the next round of  Scholarships, hint, hint Frenshawne.) She 
has also been looking at various certifications that can be done on her 
own and became a member of Next Level Purchasing Association and 
Institute for Supply Management.  
 
Frenshawne is a very proud Mom of four children (two girls and two 
boys)--26, 20, 19 and 17 (she is excited that her youngest son is in high 
school).  She also has the honor of being the Mom of a military Vet.  She feels that she is proba-
bly like most mothers in that she loves her children very much, however, she is especially proud 

of the young adults and individuals that they have become.   
 
Frenshawne is an avid reader of Nora Roberts, Christine Feehan, Sher-
rilyn Kenyon and loves to cook (she test out 
the meals on her children).  Now that her 
youngest child is in high school, she is  
planning a nice cruise to celebrate four chil-
dren graduating from high school.   

 
Frenshawne is a football fanatic and the Pitts-
burgh Steelers is her favorite team.  Three 
of her children are Pittsburgh Steelers fans and 
one (she doesn’t know how it happened) is a 
Philadelphia Eagles fan.  During her chil-
dren's middle and high school years, she threw 
Super Bowl parties for them.  Soon her home 
was filled with children who couldn't wait to 
see what she cooked.  When you have four 
children, what's a few more in the house?   

 
If you would like to network more with Frenshawne, please email her at  
frenshawne.johnson@phila.gov.  I’m sure she would love to connect with you. 

Frenshawne’s children 
Frenshawne’s youngest son and 

her father 

mailto:frenshawne.johnson@phila.gov
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Holiday Door Decorating Contest Entries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  DOOR #1      DOOR #2 
Be sure to vote for your favorite door.  Voting is electronic at http://pappainc.org/survey.php?id=9.  
Voting will end on January 13, so be sure you cast your vote before it’s too late! 

http://pappainc.org/survey.php?id=9
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Congratulations County of Berks 
 

Based on The County of Berks purchasing practices in 
2015, the County has received a Leadership in Greener 
Purchasing Award for "County Sector Leadership In 
Greener Purchasing" from Office Depot/OfficeMax.  
This honor is based on the County’s high green spend 
with Office Depot/OfficeMax, compared to others in our 
industry.  This year, after evaluating the spend patterns of 
their thousand largest customers, Office Depot/
OfficeMax chose just twenty one winners.  Through the 
County’s decisions we are driving the market for eco-
conscious products, and are helping to make a more posi-
tive impact on the planet.  

 
Kelly A. Laubach, Director, Contracts & Procurement (left);   

Lori Tattersall, Office Depot (right) 

2016 Scholarship Award Recipients 
 

Patrick Leavey, County of Lehigh—$920 

Donna Zackeru, South Whitehall Township—$920 

Sean Meyers, County of Bucks—$800 

Mary Ann Miller, Whitehall Township—$720 

Janine Alexander, Esq., County of Bucks—$640 

 



Article Written by Cyndee Baffe 

 

The Township of Lower Merion hosted the November 14, 2016 PAPPA  

chapter meeting. 

Speaker:  Uri Monson, Chief of Financial Officer, The School District of  

Philadelphia 

Topic: “Risky Disconnect:  Why Procurement and Finance Need To Be In 

Sync” 

Finance and Procurement need to work together so unconstrained spending 

isn’t allowed and budget goals resources are shared.  Waste and Fraud may not 

be as prevalent.  The disconnect began after the 2009 collapse; interestingly 

enough, 28% of CFO’s and organizations feel  

procurement has a significant influence and 27% consider procurement to be a positive impact.  To 

avoid misunderstanding priorities and lack of contract oversight can be just as lethal.   

 

Procurement touches everyone.  All entities have different overseers, who they report to, and it may 

not always be Finance directly.  The key here is Communication.  Being better communicators will 

lead to reliability, transparency, better pricing, better planning in the market place, better relationship 

and leadership. 

 

Minutes from the September 19, 2016 General Meeting and Treasurer’s  

Report:  September & October 2016 were read and discussed. 

Adjourned for Lunch 

Price Morris III was presented with a plaque for his tenor as being President of 

the PAPPA Chapter from 2012-2015.  He has also served on the NIGP Forums, 

Scholarship committee to name a few.  Nicely done Price! 

 

Speaker:  Price Morris, III 

Topic “Outsourcing” 

What are the considerations for Outsourcing, i.e. factors, benefits and challenges that face  

government entities?   

1.  Determine which activities can and should be outsourced 

2.  The degree of efficiency in the in-house service 

3.  Expertise – Level of service that may be better than what is in place now 

4.  Overlooking Policy Issues and Unintended Consequences 

These are just a few thoughts that may be considered. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM 

Round table discussion on outsourcing. 

Eric Traub, CFO, Township of Lower Merion, welcoming 

members. 

Kelly Laubach, President, presenting past President Price 

Morris, III, with a plaque. 

Round table discussion on outsourcing (#2). 

Uri Monson, CFO, The School District of Philadelphia, 

discussing "Risky Disconnect: Why Procurement and Finance 

need to be in Sync". 
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Every year we, as part of human nature, set goals or resolutions at the start of each New Year.  Every year 

we get two weeks into the New Year and already start making excuses for why we are not fulfilling our res-

olutions.  Then we begin feeling like a failure because we couldn’t even make it through January before we 

gave up completely on our resolutions.  Most of you can relate, though some may have the fortitude to stick 

with our resolutions.  I have always been one of the many who give up in January. 

 

Well, a few years back I started trying to find ways that I could set 

realistic goals/resolutions for myself that would span not only my 

personal life, but my professional life and not require so much time 

and effort.  I always seem to dream big with little to no prior thought 

of how this new resolution will impact my time.  Then I realized that 

the resolutions I was setting were too time consuming for me to han-

dle.  So, in 2013, I came across this book enti-

tled “One Word that will change your life” by 

Jon Gordon, Dan Britton and Jimmy Page.  

What an interesting name for a book…right?  

This book helps you to discover a better way to become your best and live a life of 

impact.  It inspired me to focus on just one word for the year, rather than some big 

“unattainable” resolution.  How simple could it be…a one word resolution!  My 

word for 2016 was SIMPLIFY.  That’s it…  This resolution has helped me to declut-

ter, re-organize, re-prioritize and just get back to the more important things in life.  

My word for 2017 is REFOCUS.  I look forward to applying my One Word resolu-

tion in 2017. 

 

I am super excited to share how simple it is to come up with your One Word and hope that you will try this 

for yourself.  The steps are easy: 

1.            Ask yourself, “What do I need?” 

  2. Ask yourself, “What’s in my way?” 

  3. Ask yourself, “What needs to go?” 

 

Once you’ve asked yourself those questions, unplug for a while and 

think about things.  Then write down the one word that comes to 

your mind.  This is your One Word for 2017.  Write it down some-

where that you will have a daily reminder and think about ways in 

which you can apply your word.  Because it’s only one word and 

there are so many applications for your word, you are guaranteed 

success in every aspect of your life! 

   What’s your Resolution for 2017 
Written By Kelly Okken 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-pt2S3IrRAhWJx4MKHRnSAeQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fimpactandprofits.com%2Fchoosing-one-word-new-years-resolution-powerful-broad-intentions%2F&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc


“DiD You Know…” 

 

PAPPA has many opportunities for the members to volunteer their leadership,  

expertise and talent in working together to develop, support and promote the  

Public Procurement Profession. There are several ways to volunteer your time 

from serving on the board, being on a committee, helping at an event or working 

on a special project.  While volunteering your time you can get re-certification 

points for UPPCC certifications.  PAPPA also provides volunteers serving on 

PAPPA committees with a $200.00 education voucher and $400.00 for serving as 

the Chairperson on any PAPPA standing committee. 

 

Take a moment to see where you can volunteer and get involved! 

 

          

 
 

Educational Opportunities 
PAPPA General Meeting 

January 2017 

Date & Location TBD 

 

NIGP  

Strategic Procurement Planning 

December 07, 2016 

Baltimore, MD 

 

 

 

 

P A P P A  N E W S F L A S H  P A G E  8  

SHARE YOUR STORY! 

The newsletter would like to share your story! We are look-

ing for articles that other procurement professionals would 

find interesting and/or informative.  All members are encour-

aged to send us… Articles, Press Releases, Photos and More! 

Your article may be eligible for UPPCC Recertification Points!   

For eligibility requirements, please verify directly with the 

UPPCC. 

Submit your contributions to  

Angela.Marino@allentownpa.gov.    

mailto:Angela.Marino@allentownpa.gov
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COLD Facts About Winter 
 

1. Winter cold kills more than twice as many Americans as summer heat does. 

2. While it seems counterintuitive, Earth is actually closest to the sun in December, even though winter 

solstice is the shortest day of the year. 

3. According to the Guinness World Records, on January 28, 1887, a snowflake 15 inches wide and 8 

inches thick fell in Fort Keogh, Montana, making it the larges snowflake ever observed. 

4. Every winter, at least one septillion (that’s 1 followed by 24 zeros) snow crystals fall from the sky. 

5. The average snowflake falls at about 3 mph.. 

6. One inch of snow will produce just less than 1/10th of an inch of water when melted.  Ten inches of 

snow will meld down to only 1 inch of water. 

7. The largest recorded snowman ever built was in Bethel, Maine, in February 1999.  The 113-foot, 7-

inch snowman broke the previous record held by Yamagata, Japan, at 96 feet and 7 inches. 

8. Bismarck, North Dakota, holds the record for the most snow angels at one time.  On February 17, 

2007, several schools joined forced to create 8,962 snow angels. 

9. Snow appears white because snow is a bunch of individual ice crystals arranged together.  When light 

hits snow, it bounces all around the ice crystals and the “color” of all the frequencies in the visible 

spectrum combined in equal measure is white.  While white is the color we see in snow, individual ice 

crystals are actually translucent. 

10. The most snow ever recorded in 24 hours in the United States was at Silver Lake, Colorado, in 1921 

at  76 inches.  Coming in second is Georgetown, Colorado, In December 4, 1913, at 63 inches. 

 

PAPPA is on Facebook! 

If you have not already “LIKED” the page, please get to it!  We are 

posting  important items and reminders to the page frequently.   

In 2017 we will be hosting various trivia and contests via our Fa-

cebook site, so be sure to tune into the PAPPA Facebook page! 

Just another way to stay plugged into PAPPA! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiyrKDR5orRAhXh6IMKHTHoDrwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.lulus.com%2Ftag%2Fsnowman-facts%2F&psig=AFQjCNGqSTRH3jrf5caXlyj2qhe_wODm4w&ust=1482599214451437


Previous Question:  In what year did our Chapter officially change its name to the  

Pennsylvania  Public Purchasing Association? 

Answer:  1999 

 Maureen McIlvaine, CPPB, CPPB, Purchasing Director of County of Bucks  

 answered this correctly.  WAY TO GO MAUREEN! 

 

New Question:  How many people “Like” the PAPPA Facebook page? 

 

Send your answer to kokken@countyofberks.com. 

Where in PA is This? 
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Bushy Run Battlefield Park is a historical park that is operated by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commis-

sion and the Bushy Run Battlefield Heritage Society on 218 acres in Penn Township, Westmoreland County, Pennsyl-

vania.  It was the site of the Battle of  Bushy Run fought on August 5-6, 1763 during the Pontiac’s Rebellion. The battle 

was a major victory for the British and enabled them to secure their control of the Ohio River Valley and what was to 

become the Northwest Territory.  Bushy Run Battlefield Park was established as a Pennsylvania State Park in the 1920s 

and became a National Historic Landmark in 1960.  The Visitor Center is open Wednesday through Saturday from 9:00 

am until 5:00 pm, and Sunday from noon to 5:00 pm, during the months of May-October.  The Visitor Center hosts a 

museum exhibit entitled, “The March to Bushy Run”, a theater, a gift shop and battlefield tours.  Bushy Run Battlefield 

Park is the only historic site or museum that deals exclusively with Pontiac’s 

Rebellion.  Battle reenactments are held annually on the first full weekend of 

August.  The Battle of Bushy Run Monument (see picture) marks the site of the 

‘flour bag fort” on Edge Hill.  The park in on Pennsylvania Route 993 near 

Harrison City and Jeannette. 

Have you visited Bushy Run Battlefield Park?  We would love to see your pic-

tures!  Send them to kokken@countyofberks.com. 

Send your job ad to  

patrickleavey@lehighcounty.org  

today for posting on the PAPPA 

website!   

FREE OF CHARGE! 

mailto:kokken@countyofberks.com


 

2017 Board Members 

President 

Kelly A. Laubach, CPPB 

1st Vice President 

Joseph Coco 

2nd Vice President 

Kimberly A. Roth, CPPB 

Secretary 

Diane L. Wolfinger, CPPB 

Treasurer 

George M. Nader, Jr., CPPO 

Immediate Past President 

Price M. Morris, CPPB 

President’s Appointee 

Maureen W. McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB 

Awards & Scholarship Committee Chair 
Kimberly A. Roth, CPPB 

Members: Maureen W. McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB, Hannah Seiple, Judy Snyder 
 

Finance Committee Chair 
Monica A. Watson 

Member: Treasurer, George M. Nader, Jr., CPPO 
 

Legislative Committee Chair 

Joseph Coco  

Marketing Committee Chair 
Kelly Okken, CPPB 

Members: Patrick J. Leavey, CPPB; Angela M. Marino, CPPB 
 

Membership Committee Chair 
Hannah Seiple 

Members: Patricia A. Barnes, Kelly Okken, CPPB 
 

Operations Guide Committee Chair 
Peter T. Navarro, CPPO, C.P.M. 

Member: Monica Watson 
 

Professional Development Committee Chair 
Maureen W. McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB 

Members: Joseph Coco, Robert Dopira, CPPB, Sean Meyers 
 

Website Committee Chair 

Patrick J. Leavey, CPPB 

NIGP Chapter Ambassador Area 2 

Maureen W. McIlvaine, CPPO, CPPB 
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2017 Chapter Meeting 

Schedule 

 
 
January TBD 2017 
 
Location to be announced 
Lower Merion Township 
 
2017 Meeting dates and locations 
are being finalized.  
 
If you would like to host a future 
meeting, Please contact PAPPA 
President, Kelly A. Laubach, CPPB. 
 
 
Directions and other meeting details 
can be found on the PAPPA website: 
www.pappainc.org 

Coming Together is 
a beginning. 

 
Keeping together is 

progress. 
 

Working together is 
success. 

 
….Henry Ford 

http://www.pappainc.org

