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** DRAFT **      AREA 2 CONFERENCE BOARD MEETING – October 12, 2017  

 
Board Members Present 
Kelly Laubach – Berks County; Joseph Coco – Montgomery County; Kim Roth – Lehigh County; 
George Nader – Lehigh County; Diane Wolfinger – Bucks County; Price Morris – Lancaster City 
Housing Authority; and Maureen McIlvaine – Bucks County.     
 
Guest Member Present 
Lisa Noecker – Montgomery County  
 
Meeting Location 
Teleconference hosted by the County of Berks  
 
Call Board Meeting to Order   
The Board Meeting was called to order by President Kelly Laubach at 10:32 AM  to discuss the proposed 
location of the 2018 Area 2 Conference being hosted by PAPPA.      
 
2018 Area 2 Conference 
Lisa Noecker, Area 2 Conference chair relayed to the Board that she focused on the King of Prussia area 
for the site location to hold the 2018 Area 2 Conference due to its close proximity to major highways and 
interstates along with the Philadelphia International Airport for easy access for all conference attendees.  
Along with Joe Coco, they went on three (3) extensive site visits to The Double Tree Hotel, The Sheraton 
Hotel, and The Valley Forge Casino Resort.     
 

 The Double Tree Hotel offers a per day/per guest package which could potentially save a couple 
thousand dollars.  It offers easy access from hotel rooms to two large classrooms and a ballroom 
where the vendor expo will be held.  Breakfast would be in the bar area and lunches served in the 
junior ballroom.  The hotel also offers free parking, free Wi-Fi throughout the complex, and a 
complimentary shuttle to the King of Prussia Mall.  A mall reception could be offered on Tuesday 
night for attendees arriving early.    

 
 The Valley Forge Casino Resort offers the largest space for the vendor expo but otherwise has an 

awkward floor plan that is spread-out through two towers.  One of the towers is guest rooms 
while the other has the meeting facilities (ballrooms, classrooms, and restaurants) Free Wi-Fi is 
only offered in the break-out rooms; not in guest rooms.   
 

 The Sheraton is a nice venue but has a rigid pricing structure.  The conference rooms are very 
compact and they do not offer free Wi-Fi in any area of the facility.  
 

As conference chair, Lisa’s recommendation to the Board is Option 2 for The Double Tree Hotel at a flat, 
all-inclusive fee of $45,951.30.  Asked if the price included tablecloths or pipe & drape, she did not know 



but will ask the hotel and also inquire if there is a food minimum.  She did note that AV fees will be less 
with the all-inclusive package.  Hotel room fees will be $139.00/per night for vendors and $128.00/per 
night for attendees with government ID.  The hotel will also extend a special weekend discount of 
$109.00/per night for conference attendees who stay through Sunday.  
 
Additional expenses for the conference will include speaker fees.  Lisa also plans on offering an early bird 
registration fee and a one-day attendee fee along with extending an invitation to the New Jersey chapter 
of NIGP.  Final 2017 Area 2 Conference figures are not available yet from Delaware but Price indicated 
there were around sixty-five attendees registered. 
 
The Board agreed with Lisa’s recommendation and authorized her to move forward with getting a draft 
contract from The Double Tree Hotel.             

             
Next Board Meeting 

 An on-site board meeting will be held prior to the November General Meeting in Whitehall 
Township. A year wrap up on-site or teleconference call will be scheduled for early December.     

 
Motion to Adjourn 

 The meeting was adjourned by Kelly Laubach at 11:31 AM.    
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Wolfinger, CPPB 
Secretary 
 


