
 
Chapter of NIGP: The Institute for Public Procurement 

 
** FINAL **                              BOARD MEETING – March 15, 2017  

 
Board Members Present 
Kelly Laubach – Berks County; Joe Coco – Montgomery County; Kim Roth – Lehigh County; George 
Nader – Lehigh County; Diane Wolfinger – Bucks County; and Maureen McIlvaine – Bucks County.       
 
Meeting Location 
Teleconference hosted by the County of Berks  
 
Call Board Meeting to Order   
The Board Meeting was called to order by President Kelly Laubach at 2:03 PM.     
 
Approval of the Minutes 
The minutes from the December 6, 2016 Board meeting were reviewed with a motion to approve by 
George Nader and seconded by Maureen McIlvaine.  All in favor; minutes approved. 
 
Old Business 

 Outstanding Expenses requiring Board approval – On March 9th George Nader, Treasurer 
received invoice #250197, in the amount of $120.00, from NIGP.  The invoice covers the 2016 
Chapter Assessment Fee for fifteen (15) non-NIGP/Chapter only members.  Motion to approve 
payment of invoice by George Nader and seconded by Kelly Laubach.  All in favor; motion to 
pay invoice approved.   

 On March 30, 2017 PAPPA is sponsoring the NIGP seminar ‘Adding Value to the Procurement 
Process’ at the West Whiteland Township building in Exton, PA.  Registration fees for the twenty 
(20) PAPPA members will be paid for through a US Communities as well as the additional fee 
for one (1) non-NIGP/chapter only member attending (host – Denise Serino). 

 To date, there are six (6) participants registered for the 3-day class scheduled for April 24th-26th   
being held in Bucks County.  Two more students are needed to hold the class.  

 Updates to the PAPPA Operations Guide were approved by the Board and General membership.  
Kelly will send Joe the PDF document.  Joe will reach out to Pete Navarro to see if he has a word 
document available to complete the revisions.     
  

New Business 
 As part of the new Strategic Plan, PAPPA would like to revise Article 3 of the By-Laws to offer 

Student Memberships, which would be available to any full-time student pursuing an 
undergraduate or graduate degree in the fields of Business Administration, Materials 
Management, Public Administration, Public Procurement, Supply Chain Management or any 
other related field of study.  Kelly will work with Hannah Seiple, Membership Chair to revise the 
definition to present the proposed By-Law change to the general membership for a vote.  Asa part 



of the new student membership program, Kelly Okken, Marketing Chair is planning on visiting a 
class at Millersville University to speak with students about careers in Public Purchasing.   

 Another action item from the new Strategic Plan was to create a Document Repository.  Kelly 
plans on starting a spreadsheet for the leads on the action items to update, which will be shared 
with PAPPA Board members so they are aware of the status and the completion date.   

 To date, PAPPA does not have a chair person for the 2018 NIGP Area 2 Conference.  Kelly is 
proposing the Board approve offering an incentive that includes registration, travel, room and 
board expenses to the 2018 Forum in Nashville, TN to the member who agrees to chair the Area 2 
conference since planning this event involves a lot of work but it also generates a lot of revenue.  
Due to the timing of the Forum and the Area 2 conference, it was agreed to add language to the 
offer that failure to perform or complete the duties as determined by PAPPA would require 
reimbursement of all funds paid under the incentive.  A motion was made by Kelly to approve 
this incentive and seconded by Diane.  All in favor; motion passed.  

 The next General Meeting is scheduled for May 15th in Harrisburg hosted by PA DGS.  The 
format will be similar to last year’s meeting.  Joe will again coordinate breakfast and lunch 
catered by the local bagel shop.  Last year’s expenses totaled $79.20 for breakfast and $271.00 
for lunch. 

 The September General Meeting is scheduled to be hosted by the City of Philadelphia but to date, 
Eric has not confirmed with anyone.  In the event the City cannot host the meeting, it will be 
moved to the County of Bucks and hosted by Maureen.  

 The November General Meeting is schedule to be hosted by Whitehall Township.  
 Joe received a PAPPA incentive to attend the 2016 Area 2 Conference in Washington, DC.  

Unfortunately, Joe’s father passed away and he was unable to attend.  The Metropolitan 
Washington DC Chapter graciously refunded Joe’s registration fee and he is requesting the Board 
extend the incentive to attend the 2017 Area 2 Conference.  George made a motion with a second 
by Kelly to carry the $175 registration fee forward and reduce the 2017 incentive from 2 to 1.  All 
in favor: motion passed with Joe abstaining from voting. 

 Maureen mentioned that PAPPA has not had an “official” visit from the NIGP Chapter 
Ambassador.  Kelly suggested holding off on the official visit until 2018.  Then PAPPA can 
request NIGP have the Chapter Ambassador attend the 2018 Area 2 Conference, give a 
presentation to the General Assembly, and meet with the Board.  Maureen will email the chapter 
and Kelly will respond back asking for the official visit to be during the 2018 Area 2 Conference.  

 It was noted that Patrick Leavey, CPPB from the County of Lehigh will attend the VA conference 
this Spring.                  

              
Next Board Meeting 

 A teleconference call will be scheduled sometime late Spring/early Summer.   
 
Motion to Adjourn 

 Motion to adjourn the Board meeting was made by George Nader and seconded by Kim Roth.  
All in favor; the Board Meeting adjourned around 3:30 PM.     
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Wolfinger, CPPB 
Secretary 
 


